
Cabinet

Wednesday 16 December 2020 10.00 am

AGENDA

Item Discussion Portfolio

4 Questions at Cabinet Meetings (Pages 1 - 28)

Up to 30 minutes is allowed for this item.

Written questions 

To answer any written questions from a County Councillor, (or any 
person living or working in the county, or is affected by the work of the 
County Council), about any matter which relates to any item on the 
agenda for this meeting. 

The closing date for the receipt of written questions is 4.00 pm on 
Thursday 10 December 2020.

Please submit any questions to 
stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

A written answer will be provided for each written question received (to 
be presented to the questioner and to Cabinet (in advance of the 
meeting). The questions and answers will be taken as read and will not 
be read out at the meeting. At the discretion of the Leader of Council, 
each questioner ( in attendance at the meeting) will be allowed to ask 
one supplementary question (in response to the answer given to the 
original question). 

A copy of all written questions and written answers circulated at the 
meeting will be attached to the signed copy of the minutes of the 
meeting.

Urgent questions

An urgent written question may be asked by a member of the public 
about any item on the Cabinet agenda for that meeting which the 
Chairperson considers could not have been reasonably submitted by the 
deadline for the receipt of written questions, provided he or she gives 
notice of the question to the Chief Executive by 12 noon the day before 

Leader of the 
Council

mailto:stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk


16 December 2020

the meeting.
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Cabinet – 16 December 2020
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

1. Questioner’s name: Alex Hegenbarth Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux
Agenda item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3FE 
(630 place) Primary School in Bishop’s Cleeve

I would like to thank Councillor Molyneux for bringing this report to 
cabinet and for his confirmation in the press release dated 8th 
December 2020 that “We’ve listened to their concerns about a 
potential site to the south of the village and found a new site closer 
to the housing developments.”
 
I would especially like to thank local Borough Councillors Helen 
Munro and Richard Stanley, Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council, and 
local residents, for their hard work and tireless campaigning to make 
sure the new school will be built near to the new developments that 
need it. Without their diligence and dedication, the above 
confirmation would not have happened.
 
On the hope and assumption that Agenda Item 10 (i.e. 
Establishment of a new 3 Form of Entry (630 place) Primary School 
for Bishop’s Cleeve) will be passed, when will the proposed location 
of the new school site in the north of the village be announced?

I welcome the local support for the approach we are taking.  The 
local councillor, Rob Bird, and his neighbour David Gray have been 
at pains to raise this issue with me for some months, and I’m hopeful 
we will be able to deliver a solution that meets local needs, with an 
announcement early next year as to the site.

2. Questioner’s name: Peter Wormington Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

The government's transport target is public transport with active 
travel.  In Gloucestershire public transport is largely bus, especially 

Gloucestershire’s emerging Local Transport Plan dedicates one of 
six mode specific policy chapters to buses and road based public 
transport. Policies relate to:

 Developing and maintain a comprehensive bus network 
across both urban and rural areas;

 Improving the quality of road based public transport; 
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at local level, so bus travel would be expected to be a long term 
strategic priority for the county. The LTP however has little to say 
about buses beyond a few infrastructure improvements: why is this? 

 Bus Priority; 
 Transport Interchange Hubs;
 Coaches;
 Community transport; and 
 Communicating travel information.

The LTP also prioritises a range of bus related transport schemes 
such as:

 Junction improvements to give bus priority;
 New and improvements to existing interchange hubs; as 

well as 
 Improvements to corridors that accommodate high/very 

high frequency bus services across the county. 

3. Questioner’s name: Sue Oppenheimer Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

A recent report by Zero Waste Scotland (the body tasked with 
delivering the Scottish Government’s waste policies) states that 
"Electricity-only incinerators and gasifiers have an average carbon 
intensity of 524 gCO2/kWh. This is nearly twice as high as the 
carbon intensity of the UK marginal electricity grid average, which 
was 270 gCO2/kWh in 2018…. EfW can no longer be considered 
low carbon technology “

In the light of this, how can the Cabinet possibly justify the claim that 
the Javelin Park Incinerator represents "a reduction of 7,143 
tCO2e for standard grid electricity and reduces our net emissions to 
577 tCO2e; a reduction of 97% on our baseline.”?  What is the 
standard grid electricity figure used and does the calculation reflect 
the rapid reduction (due to the deployment of renewables and 

We used the government’s CO2 conversion factors for 2019/20 for 
grid electricity, 0.2556 kg of CO2e per kWh.
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phasing out of coal ) in the marginal electricity grid average in the 
last few years?

(Reference: The Climate Change Impacts of Burning Municipal 
Waste in Scotland, Zero Waste Scotland October 
2020: https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/sites/default/files/ZWS
%20%282020%29%20CC%20impacts%20of%20incineration%20T
ECHNICAL%20REPORT.pdf)

4. Questioner’s name: Sue Oppenheimer Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

In 2019 GCC undertook a survey to find out what’s in our residual 
waste.  You found that, measuring by weight, 61% of our residual 
waste is currently recyclable:

 25% food waste

 11% paper

 8% garden waste

 8% plastic containers

 5% textiles

 4% card

 39% not currently recyclable (includes plastic packaging and 
other items which may be recyclable in future)

a) How can you claim that burning recyclable waste is helping 
towards climate change objectives when recycling it would 

a) 61% of residual waste is potentially recyclable – but only if 
residents will play their part in separating it.  That is one of the 
reasons the county council continues to invest to support our 
district colleagues to increase recycling.  

The Javelin Park site will reduce Gloucestershire’s carbon 
emissions by over 40,000 tonnes each year, which is a key part 
of delivering our climate change goals. 

 
b)  The renewable content of residual waste is assessed to be 50%. 

The renewable content is monitored by Ofgem, as part of the 
Renewable Energy Guarantees of Origin scheme.
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massively reduce carbon emissions and be a far better outcome?  

b) The figures show that approximately 48% of residual waste is 
biogenic, the largest part of this being wet food waste(25% of total, 
50%+ of biogenic).  Would you agree that the calorific value of wet 
waste is marginal, as this waste requires heat from other sources to 
burn it, releasing the moisture as steam?   Would you also agree 
that the amount of ‘renewable energy’ generated by the incinerator 
should be calculated by the calorific value of what is burnt and not 
by weight of materials?  Your claim that 50% of energy from waste 
burnt is ‘renewable’ is not justifiable scientifically; approximately 
65% of the energy produced from the plant comes from burning 
plastics (fossil fuels) (Reference 1).  Since burning plastics is more 
carbon-intensive than even coal-fired power generation (Reference 
2), how are you going to adjust your ill-founded claims that the 
incinerator contributes positively to your response to the climate 
emergency?

Reference 
1: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/264829316_Incineration_-
_Does_it_deliver_renewable_energy_Renewable_Power_from_Energy_from_W
aste_Plants_-_Fact_or_Fiction

Reference 2: Carbon intensity of incineration of plastic = 1099 
gCO2/kWh; Carbon intensity of coal = 870 
gCO2/kWh https://ukwin.org.uk/oppose-incineration/ 

5. Questioner’s name: Christopher Chiswel Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

“Sadly for some of the most vulnerable road users in the county, the 

a) Whilst we were disappointed, that GCC was not awarded the 
full amount originally indicated for the Active Travel Fund 
(ATF) Tranche 2, GCC did receive £864,750, which is in 
addition to the £321,773 awarded in Tranche 1, when GCC 
exceeded its indicative allocation. GCC feels that a strong bid 
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council received £250,000 less than it was offered from the DfT for 
cycle schemes, based on its level of ambition and delivery to date. 

A) What has the council learnt from the DfT feedback on its Tranche 
1 delivery and tranche 2 bid, and how will these lessons enable it to 
deliver better infrastructure in the future?

B) The Tranche 1 London Road scheme was delivered without 
soft/hard segregation (against current design guidance), making it 
unsuitable for less confident cyclists and families, and to being 
blocked by illegally parked vehicles.  Will the B4063 cycle route 
(17iii), which forms the heart of the council’s cycling plan, be 
delivered consistently to current LTN 1/20 standards, and will the 
London road section (ref 17vii) be completed to a standard 
accessible to all?

C) Given the reduced funding, what evidence does the council have 
to assure itself that the strategy of using limited funds on a single, 
long distance route serving a discrete cohort delivers higher net 
environmental benefits than investing in hundreds of lower-cost 
interventions supporting modal change for the high number of short 
car trips made every day within communities across 
Gloucestershire?”

Many thanks for your support to local residents to access and 
understand council activities.

was submitted to the DfT and will continue a dialogue about 
the delivery of the planned cycle infrastructure with 
Government as well as with local stakeholders. The designs 
for the scheme fund with the Tranche 2 allocation are not yet 
complete and will continue to evolve as a result of the 
feedback we receive.

b) The Tranche 1 scheme has, for the first time, created a wide 
and continuous cycle lane along both sides of London Road 
in Gloucester. In addition, pedestrians have three new Zebra 
crossings allowing them to cross easily and stay safe. GCC 
intends to continue this high quality provision for cyclists and 
pedestrians on the B4063 scheme which will be fully 
compliant with LTN1/20.

c) The B4063 cycle scheme is a long standing ambition of 
Gloucestershire County Council and its partners. As such it 
has a central position in the network of Gloucestershire’s 
Cycle Desire Lines, as referenced in a number of documents, 
including the Cheltenham and Gloucester Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) and is a key ambition in 
Gloucestershire’s current and emerging Local Transport Plan 
(LTP). Both plans have been extensively consulted on and 
can be found on the GCC website. In addition, investing the 
ATF funding in the B4063 scheme has the potential to unlock 
funding from other partner organisations, directly linked to this 
route.  

6. Questioner’s name: Wendy Hopkins Respondent’s name: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Agenda Item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3 
Form of Entry (630 place) Primary School for
Bishop’s Cleeve

Please see the answer to question 1.
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On Behalf of Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council

We note the report in Item 10 and that the location of the site of the 
new 3 Forms of Entry (630 places) school has not been revealed 
as negotiations on the acquisition of the site have not been 
concluded.
We understand that the site will be provided as close as possible to 
children’s homes to ensure this provision is easily accessible and in 
particular by foot.  

The Bishop’s Cleeve Parish Council seeks the Gloucestershire 
County Councils assurance that the site of the proposed school will 
be located on the northern side of Bishop’s Cleeve where it will 1) 
meet the need which has arisen from the significant amount of new 
housing in the northern part of the village and 2) seek to safeguard 
the capacity of highway network, promote sustainable modes of 
travel, reduce carbon emissions and support the health and 
wellbeing of all residents.

7. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

The council has declared a climate emergency, and the first theme 
of the council’s long term climate strategy is given as “Putting 
climate change at the heart of decision making”, yet the Council’s 
overall Corporate Strategy document – Looking to the Future – lists 
only a vague commitment to sustainability as the 8th in a list of 
ambitions for the county – how does the council reconcile this?

Cabinet at our meeting on 17 June 2020 ratified changes to the 
Council Strategy: Looking to the Future 2019-2022 to reflect our 
climate ambition, which now includes:

 ‘Challenges and opportunities’, page 4 states:
“Climate Change - Along with councils up and down the 
country, Gloucestershire County Council has declared a 
climate change emergency. This recognises the irreversible 
impact that humans have already had on climate change and 
the need for bold and timely action to be taken. The County 
Council has a leadership role, along with other public sector 
bodies, to reduce Carbon emissions across the whole 
county.”

 ‘Our Priorities for Gloucestershire’, page 7 includes under 
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‘Transport, Economy and Infrastructure’:
“Reduce Gloucestershire’s carbon emissions by 80% by 
2030, and secure a carbon neutral county by 2050.”

 ‘Transport, Economy and Infrastructure’ section on pages 
16-17 states: 
“We will reduce Gloucestershire’s carbon emissions by 80% 
by 2030, and secure a carbon neutral county by 2050. We will 
do this by working with our partners through Leadership 
Gloucestershire to:

o Implement the Gloucestershire Climate Change 
strategy

o Strengthen the Gloucestershire Sustainable Energy 
Strategy

o Grow our low carbon economy
o Help our residents, businesses and partners to 

radically reduce carbon.”

8. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

Annex 1.3 of the MTFS - Economy, Environment & Infrastructure 
Commissioning Intentions 2021/22 - claims that “Considerable work 
has been undertaken in recent years to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions to mitigate the impact of climate change; this action has 
seen emissions in Gloucestershire fall from 8.2 tonnes per capita in 
2005 to 5.3 tonnes in 2018” – what work is this please (other than 
the establishment of the woefully inadequate £1m climate fund, 
allocated already across tree planting, School Streets and 
community projects, and some small scale EV and PV projects)? 
The council’s own Climate Report acknowledges (Annex 1, 
Emissions Comparison, 2005-2018) that the reduction seen in 
emissions to date is likely a result of national/ international factors 

The purpose of this statement is to make the reader aware of the 
wider context within which our activities take place. There is no 
intention to take credit locally for these.
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rather than anything done locally, so why is the council seeking to 
take credit elsewhere for this reduction?

9. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

Annex 1.3 also makes the comment “Over 40,000 households are 
without a car or van to enable them to access essential services” – 
why is there an assumption that private, rather than public, 
transport, should be the default? That Annex also comments that 
“Managing bus service provision ... is essential to keep communities 
joined up to local essential services”, yet there is no mention of 
buses in the MTFS and Looking Forward sections for Economy, 
Environment & Infrastructure, and the only mention of bus transport 
in the Commissioning Intentions for 2021/22 is in relation to 
managing the COVID recovery phase – why is this? I’m sure that 
the call for improved bus services was heard loud and clear through 
the LTP consultation – it certainly was at the public event I attended; 
when will meaningful funding be allocated to Gloucestershire’s bus 
services, in particular rural provision?

GCC is currently supporting the bus network during the extended 
period of low passenger numbers due to the pandemic by 
administering the DfT revenue support scheme, maintaining our own 
payments to operators at or near to previous levels for 
concessionary fares, and by holding discussions with operators 
regarding the post-pandemic recovery phase.

In addition to this we have made a bid to the DfT’s Rural Mobility 
Fund for resources to run two pilot schemes (in the Forest of Dean 
and Cotswolds) of enhanced rural transport. We expect to be 
informed very shortly as to whether this bid is successful. 

Finally, there is a separate fund for improvements to public transport 
that has been put on hold during the pandemic as the priority has 
been to maintain service levels. This will be reviewed and 
implemented in 2021/22.

10. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

The same Annex, under Commissioning Intentions, states that 
“During 2020/21 we continued to progress the Gloucestershire 
Climate Change Strategy which will now guide our priorities for 
2021/22. This includes: managing the £1m Climate Change & Air 

Yes, the action to develop a Gloucestershire Carbon Offsetting 
Scheme is being delivered through the development of the 
Biodiversity Off-site (Offsetting) Scheme under the Gloucestershire 
Tree Strategy.
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Quality Action Fund; support delivery of the Gloucestershire Local 
Nature Partnership’s Tree Strategy which includes a target of 20% 
tree canopy cover by 2030 through planting 35m trees: Develop the 
Gloucestershire Carbon Offsetting Scheme and implement the 
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy.” What is the Gloucestershire 
Carbon Offsetting Scheme? The Council’s Climate Strategy (at 
section 24 in that report) seems to suggest that the carbon offsetting 
scheme and the council’s participation in the Gloucestershire Tree 
Strategy through the Biodiversity Off-site (Offsetting) Scheme are 
one and the same thing – please clarify.

11. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

What is behind the £3.056 million underspend in Technical & 
Countywide in 2020/21? I note that without it, the council is forecast 
to overspend (excluding COVID) by £7.171 million. What is behind 
the Agreed Service Budget Transfers of £3.520 million from the 
Technical & Countywide Budget for 2021/22?

The £3.056m of underspend in Technical and Countywide is made 
up of:

- £1.3m of better than expected investment returns
- £1.4m in year savings being delivered, previously considered 

to be challenging / marginal.
- £0.3m in capital financing costs.

Full details are in the Budget Monitoring report on this agenda.

12. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

Growing Our Communities reserve (Annex 5a) – I note that the 
reserve of £798,000 for this is being transferred out in 2021. How 
much will have been distributed under this fund in total by the end of 
20/21? Is it intended that the scheme will be repeated, or does the 
Council have plans for a replacement scheme with the same aim to 
foster and support positive community projects (outside the climate 

As at 11th December we have committed to spend £1.26 million 
against the total £1.5 million fund and we expect to have the whole 
amount committed against approved schemes by the year end. 
There is no proposal to continue this scheme in the draft budget. 
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fund)?

13. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

Under the Capital Programme – New schemes (Annex 8b), “Current 
education capital projects can be enhanced to help the council meet 
carbon reduction target” – what does this mean please?

This is the funding to make current and future major school capital 
projects carbon neutral where possible.

14. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

What learnings from the COVID pandemic have been reflected 
through additional spend in the 2021/2 budget? Most of the budgets 
seem to reflect largely the prior year figures, adjusted only for some 
uplift in costs for the same provision.

The vast majority of COVID related expenditure was funded by 
specific government grants in 2020/21. This funding is expected to 
continue in 2021/22 with the government announcing a fund of 
£1.55 billion in the recent Spending Review to local authorities to 
fund the financial impact of the pandemic in the new financial year. 
Therefore there is no significant base budget adjustments as the 
additional funding provided by central government is expected to be 
sufficient

Additional costs to the local authority are being closely monitored. 

15. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

The ADEPT climate report which you have adopted notes that “the 
majority of [the public] want to see climate change prioritised in the 
economic recovery”, yet the council’s 2021/2 budget seems to rely 

Tackling climate change is a cross-cutting issue across the whole of 
the council’s work, so the funding is not limited to a few budget 
headings. There is significant potential for carbon reduction by 
spending our existing funds differently, for example specifying lower 
carbon solutions, extending the life of assets and reusing them to 
make the most of the circular economy. We are also always looking 
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on cannibalising existing resources or ad-hoc grant success for any 
change in this area – how is that justified? The £1m “Action Fund” 
(already allocated to a very small number of schemes) is a paltry 
gesture at less than 0.2% of the overall draft general fund revenue 
budget of £480k – how does the council justify this? Why have no 
real funds been allocated to tackling the climate emergency, for 
example using the greater flexibility now afforded to councils in how 
they make use of capital receipts?

at ways to secure external funding to make our own funds go 
further, for example through bids to the Active Travel Fund, 
Woodland Trust and Low Carbon Skills Fund.

16. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term 
Financial Strategy

The Council’s press release of 7th December 2020, in which it 
claims to have cut carbon emissions by 97%, lauds the carbon 
savings from the “green energy” generated by the Javelin Park 
incinerator – the written technical evidence submitted by engineers 
from UK waste-to-recyclates and fuel technology business Biocentre 
Technology Ltd to the Commons Select Committee in May 2014 
suggested in relation to Javelin Park that “just 37.8% of the power 
produced by the proposed development can be classed as 
renewable – that is coming from biogenic / biomass sources". The 
council’s own research published earlier this year showed that 61% 
of the waste (by weight) being burnt is in fact recyclable. How can 
the council possibly justify referring to this energy as “green” and 
claim the reductions in emissions it is claiming? 

The renewable content of residual waste is assessed to be 50%. 
The renewable content is monitored by Ofgem, as part of the 
Renewable Energy Guarantees of Origin scheme.

17. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

This is a partnership project, where we are working alongside the six 
district councils, and partners from across the county.
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Action 2 – In its press release of 5th October, the council stated that 
“Its Gloucestershire Tree Strategy aims to position the county at the 
leading edge nationally for tree planting, to provide huge benefits for 
Gloucestershire’s residents, environment and economy”. However, 
the council has in fact allocated only £330k to this project in 2021 
(and only £100k of that to community tree planting) – how does the 
council justify its tiny contribution to this key county project?

Our allocation of £230,000 towards the Gloucestershire Tree 
Strategy implementation is set to lever in £300,000 from the 
Woodland Trust aiming to plant 360,000 trees by 2023 and fund 
coordination; a spatial planting and natural regeneration plan; and 
mechanisms to secure land and funding for large scale planting and 
natural regeneration.  These include through biodiversity offsetting 
and developer contributions through the creation of a 
Gloucestershire Natural Capital Investment Trust.

18. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Action 5 – “Buy only 100 per cent renewable electricity” – is shown 
in green as complete, yet the report admits that the supply agreed is 
in fact standard grid electricity backed by REGOs, not directly linked 
to renewables. Why did the council not choose one of the 
established providers with renewable supply directly linked to 
renewables generation? What does the council mean when it 
suggests it is “working with our energy provider to link our 
consumption to UK renewable electricity generation”? 

The council was already in contract with West Mercia Energy for the 
supply of electricity.  Cabinet approved the contract extension in July 
to align the duration of its energy purchasing and energy selling 
contracts, allowing the Council to manage the long term buying and 
selling of electricity together.
In September the council switched to WME’s energy provider, Total 
Gas & Power’s (TGP) “Pure Green” electricity tariff.  This is made up 
of a combination of REGOs sourced from the wholesale market as 
well as REGOs sourced from a generator or technology directly 
contracted with TGP.  Regardless of whether they are purchased 
from the wholesale market or from TGP generation, all REGOs are 
purchased from generators that are 100% renewable including solar, 
wind and hydro.

19. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Action 12 of the medium term actions is “Work with our partners to 
aim for all new development sites to deliver high quality green 

The county council is only directly responsible for planning in 
respect of minerals and waste – planning in other areas is the 
responsibility of Gloucestershire’s six district councils.
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infrastructure in line with the ‘Building with Nature’ standards, 
developed by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust”, perhaps one of the 
most important actions for the county, yet the only target listed 
against it is a specific note relating to mineral developments. Why 
does the council not have much more developed and relevant 
targets for all new development?

20. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Action 17 “Establish baseline carbon emissions for Gloucestershire” 
is listed as a medium/long term action for the county – surely the 
work planned “determine the ‘emissions gap’ and route to Net Zero 
by 2050 and 80% reduction by 2030” should be an immediate 
priority? 

This is a priority action.  This was set as a medium-long term 
measure when the strategy was adopted in December 2019 
because of the work involved in determining the emissions gap and 
route to Net Zero, which could not be completed in the 3 months to 
April 2020.

21. Questioner’s name: Chloe Turner Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Action plan 3.6: “30% Modal Shift across all sustainable modes in 
10 years” – what steps will be taken to achieve this and how will 
they be budgeted for?

The ambition to achieve a 30% modal shift can only be achieved if 
all authorities in Gloucestershire coordinate their efforts.   GCC is 
achieving this by, for example, integrating the ambitions of the 
Climate Change Strategy with other policy documents, such as the 
emerging Local Transport Plan, which is due for adoption in Spring 
2021 and also clearly identifies targets to reduce CO2 emissions 
linked to transport. In addition, the emerging Local Transport Plan 
also agrees, that there is a need to develop a ‘Carbon Reduction 
Pathway’ for transport, to clearly set out the steps needed to reach 
Gloucestershire’s Carbon reduction targets. Officer aim to start this 
work as soon as funding becomes available.
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22. Questioner’s name: Molly Cato Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

On point ix of the report, I'm glad to see progress on tree planting 
but could I ask if the county has taken a wider view of how to 
maximise the potential of land in our county to store carbon, 
especially in view of the new agricultural subsidy system, especially 
whether there are areas where peatlands can be restored or that 
can be left wild to allow habitats for wildlife?

Yes, the Gloucestershire Tree Strategy, which we resolved to 
support in July, includes for:

 Wetland creation/ reedbeds/ wet woodland is the key land-
use intervention that has significant potential for carbon 
storage at a much lower cost than woodland creation.  The 
creation of natural functioning wetlands on the floodplain such 
as to the north of Gloucester has the potential to deliver 
multiple benefits, such as reducing flood risk, sequestering 
carbon, habitat creation and connectivity and public amenity 
provision.

 Encouraging Agro-ecological farming practices, where land 
management changes, such as organic conversion or 
grassland restoration, can sequester more carbon for a lower 
cost per hectare than woodland creation; which may be more 
appropriate ecologically in parts of the county and allow for 
continued/ enhanced food production.

23. Questioner’s name: Molly Cato Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

On a related matter, point 18 of the plan concerns identifying land 
within the county that would lend itself to renewable energy 
generation to achieve a target by 2025: could I know what progress 
has been made in terms of this land survey?

A number of renewable energy generation opportunities are under 
consideration for the council’s land and properties, including:

 A ground mounted solar PV array
 Water and solar source district heating in Gloucester
 Rooftop solar PV, solar thermal and air source heat pumps

Our public sector partners are also reviewing opportunities on their 
land and property holdings, which we expect to include in the more 
detailed joint action plan by April 2021.
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24. Questioner’s name: Molly Cato Respondent’s name: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate 
Emergency: Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual 
Report & action plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Finally, point 20 requires GCC to to reduce transport-related CO2 
emissions. I would like to ask whether they are now supporting 
investment for Stroudwater Station under this heading and whether 
they are in a position to conduct a feasibility study into potential 
CO2 savings from the rail commute rather than people driving to 
Bristol on the M5. 

We support a new station to the South of Gloucester – which could 
be at Stroudwater – and 

A new rail station to the south of Gloucester is proposed in 
Gloucestershire’s currently adopted and emerging Local Transport 
Plan (LTP), as it would greatly contribute to the overall objectives in 
the LTP, including the decarbonisation of the transport system. As 
suggested, this would take pressure off the M5 corridor and provide 
high quality, high speed transport connectivity on one of 
Gloucestershire’s most important travel corridors. An additional rail 
station could also be the central focal point of current and emerging 
growth ambitions, ensuring that Gloucestershire can grow in a 
sustainable way, providing existing and new residents with 
sustainable transport alternatives to the private car. 

However, it has to be considered that new stations on the rail 
network will have an impact on the running of services in terms of 
performance, reliability and journey times. Capacity is restricted by 
factors such as signalling, line speed and junctions. Another key 
consideration is the mix of freight, local and inter-city services using 
a route. This is particularly relevant on the Gloucester to Bristol line. 
GCC continues to look at the most suitable location for a new rail 
station south of Gloucester in conjunction with a range of partners. 
Given the limited capacity between Gloucester and Bristol, the 
location for a new station will need to be able help meet the long 
term strategic growth over the next thirty plus years. Third party 
proposals for an additional new station south of Gloucester will need 
to be accompanied by a robust business case. 

We are currently building a multi modal model to enable us to 
assess where the best benefits from public transport improvements 
in the county can be achieved and where the most sustainable new 
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developments can be located in transport terms. As soon as this 
work is complete we will be assessing a whole range of options, 
including the most appropriate location(s) for new rail station(s) in 
the county. We are therefore currently unable to commit to the exact 
location of a new station proposal. 

The emerging LTP agrees that there is a need to develop a ‘Carbon 
Reduction Pathway’ for transport, to clearly set out the steps needed 
to reach Gloucestershire’s carbon reduction targets. This work is 
expected to be commissioned in early 2021.
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Question 1: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

As referenced on Page 202, under “Gloucestershire Tree Strategy” and 
elsewhere in item 8. 

Considering the annual report into the council’s response to the climate 
emergency.  One key feature of this emergency plan was the “Million 
Trees Challenge”, where you “commit[ted] to planting a million trees by 
2030” (page 173 of the Agenda Document for Cabinet, 20/12/2019) 
which has been supplemented by a pledge to help plant 35 million trees 
working in partnership with the GLNP.  

Looking at the original pledge 12 months ago, can the Cabinet Member 
please confirm how many trees were planted in Q1 2019, Q2 2019, Q3 
2019 and Q4 2020? 

It’s important to remember that this isn’t solely a County Council project –  
all of the partners in Gloucestershire’s Local Nature Partnership, including 
the six district councils, are working together to deliver it, alongside 
businesses and residents.  Officers are working with other Gloucestershire 
Local Nature Partnership partners to put in place mechanisms and 
approaches to significantly scale up planting and natural regeneration, 
including how to measure the net gain in trees across the county.  

£100,000 has been earmarked from the £1million Climate Change & Air 
Quality Action Fund for community tree planting, which is being developed 
in partnership with the Woodland Trust to be launched in early 2021 for 
planting this season.

Question 2: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

In order to understand the carbon gains made by planting a million trees, 
it is essential that we understand the net gains/losses of trees in the 
county.  As such, over these same periods (2020 Q1, Q2, Q3 & Q4), can 
the Cabinet Member please provide a precise cumulative figure for how 
many trees GCC has removed, either for highway maintenance, ash 
dieback or any other reason.  

The cumulative figure provided in response to the Member’s question on 
6th November was 2300 trees felled due to the Ash Dieback project. A 
further 38 trees have been felled since the start of the financial year as 
part of the normal highway tree maintenance programme.
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Only if a precise figure is not possible, please provide an approximate 
figure for these time periods
Question 3: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm whether he still thinks 
Gloucestershire County Council is on track to meet its “commitment” to 
plant a million trees by 2030, considering progress so far and the fact that 
only 108 months remain to meet this commitment? If so, what evidence 
can he point to that supports his position?

The Million Trees Challenge is not just about the council but encouraging 
our communities and businesses to plant trees.  Officers are working with 
other Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership constituent partners to put 
in place mechanisms and approaches to significantly scale up planting and 
natural regeneration, including how to measure the net gain in trees across 
the county.  

£100,000 has been earmarked from the £1million Climate Change & Air 
Quality Action Fund for community tree planting, which is being developed 
in partnership with the Woodland Trust to be launched in early 2021 for 
planting this season.

Question 4: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm, of the additional 35 million 
trees that GCC will plant, in collaboration with the Gloucestershire Local 
Nature Partnership, how many trees have been planted in the two 
months since you shared the press release, which stated that “35 million 
trees [will] be planted in the next 10 years”?

Officers are working with other Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership 
(GLNP) constituent partners to take forward the GLNP’s strategy and put 
in place mechanisms and approaches to significantly scale up planting and 
natural regeneration, including how to measure the net gain in trees across 
the county.  

Question 5: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Officers have led on the Expression of Interest to the Woodland Trust’s 
pilot Emergency Tree Fund for £300,000 (the maximum available), which 
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Can the Cabinet Member please confirm precisely what GCC is doing to 
help the GLNP achieve this ambitious and vital goal?

was approved to go forward to the development stage, provisionally to the 
end of February next year.  
This aims to plant 360,000 trees by 2023 and fund coordination; a spatial 
planting and natural regeneration plan; and mechanisms to secure land 
and funding for large scale planting and natural regeneration.  The council 
has earmarked £230,000 as match funding towards the cost of landholder 
engagement; development of the ‘Biodiversity Off-site (Offsetting) 
Scheme’; and tree maintenance incentives; including £100,000 for 
community tree planting, March 2021.

Question 6: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm precisely how much GCC is 
spending to help the GLNP achieve this goal?

Please see Question 5.

Question 7: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27
Can the Cabinet Member please confirm what GCC officers are doing to 
contribute to help the GLNP achieve this goal?

 
Please see Question 5.

Question 8: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

I would like to congratulate council officers for the steps they’ve taken to 
drive down the emissions from the county council’s estate.  On this, can 
the Cabinet Member please confirm what the accelerated programme is 

I welcome Cllr Hodgkinson’s support for our work in this important area.

We have very recently submitted a bid for £222,000 to the government’s 
Low Carbon Skills Fund to fund the cost of:
 Developing the financial case for a ground mounted solar PV array with 

battery storage on one of our sites; taking it forward to procurement if it 
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for the council’s estate to become carbon neutral, what new steps are 
being taken to achieve this, what funding is being made available to 
offset any outstanding emissions and what schemes you have 
considered to offset remaining emissions?

is viable; and seeking to enable the council to consume this renewable 
electricity.

 Assessing 187 properties for rooftop solar and battery storage.
 Developing a heat decarbonisation plan for 87 properties, including 

energy efficiency measures.
 Developing these opportunities into bids to the government’s Public 

Sector Decarbonisation Scheme.

We are awaiting the outcome of our bid, the results of which will inform 
decisions on the level of investment required by the council and external 
funding we can secure.

Question 9: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member confirm what proportion of Gloucestershire’s 
emissions is made up of the County Council estate? 

Gloucestershire’s emissions totalled 2,995,823 tonnes of CO2.  The 
council’s corporate emissions for 2017/18 were 12,462 tonnes of CO2e; 
0.4% of the emissions for the county as a whole.

Question 10: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

As described on Page 199 of the report, you confirm that part of the 
County Council’s Climate Change strategy vision is to have reduced 
Gloucestershire’s carbon emissions by 80 per cent by 2030.  This is 
reiterated throughout the Climate Change Strategy and last December’s 
cabinet papers, including on Page 163, where you pledge to “reduce 
Gloucestershire’s carbon emissions by 80% by 2030”.

Ignoring the short term impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on carbon 

The data on this is collected nationally, and published annually, two years 
in arrears.  As such, we’ve not yet got the data for the time since we 
adopted our strategy.
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emissions, can the Cabinet Member please confirm how Gloucestershire 
is doing on its 2030 goal to have reduced emissions by 80 per cent, with 
just nine years left on that target?

Question 11: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Give his answer above, can the Cabinet Member please confirm whether 
he remains confident that Gloucestershire will have reduced its net 
carbon emissions by 80 per cent in 108 months, providing evidence to 
support his position?

It’s a challenging target, but we, working with our partners, are committed 
to working to deliver it.  I refer Cllr Hodgkinson to the report on the agenda 
for more information on this issue.

Question 12: Cllr  Paul Hodgkinson Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please detail what external funding it has 
sought from the Government to support its climate action ambitions.  
Specifically, can he confirm if GCC has signed up to the Public Sector 
Decarbonisation Scheme or the Low Carbon Skills Fund?  And if so, how 
much does GCC anticipate it might receive from these pots?

We recently submitted a bid for £222,000 to the government’s Low Carbon 
Skills Fund to support:
 Developing the financial case for a ground mounted solar PV array with 

battery storage on one of our sites; taking it forward to procurement if it 
is viable; and seeking to enable the council to consume this renewable 
electricity.

 Assessing 187 properties for rooftop solar and battery storage.
 Developing a heat decarbonisation plan for 87 properties, including 

energy efficiency measures.
 Developing these opportunities into bids to the government’s Public 

Sector Decarbonisation Scheme.

We are awaiting the outcome of our bid, which will directly inform the 
levels of support we can seek from the Decarbonisation Scheme.
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Question 13: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to the “School Streets” schemes, detailed on page 201 of the 
Cabinet Papers.  Can the Cabinet Member please confirm when GCC will 
look at the next tranche of schools, and can you guarantee that more 
“School Streets” schemes will take place across Gloucestershire?

The first school streets pilots have only been operational for six weeks. 
Whilst we hope that they will achieve their objectives they are experimental 
and it is important that we monitor and learn from them. 

The trials need to last until the end of the summer so we can take stock 
and explore the progression of the schemes. At that time we will look to 
invite further bids.

Question 14: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm whether they are working with 
local members to find more examples where schools and local residents 
would welcome a “School Streets” scheme?

The ThinkTravel team is fully committed at present to the delivery of the 
existing School Streets schemes in addition to providing Bikeability and 
School Crossing Patrol services. We need to complete the existing trials 
before extending the scheme further.

Question 15: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to the Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle-way that you 
reference on page 201; can the Cabinet Member please confirm where 
the funding is coming from for the £10.4 million scheme, if there remains 
any funding deficit, and where this money will be found?

I trust Cllr Dobie has noted the £3m in next year’s draft budget to support 
this important scheme – which I hope he will support.  I want to put that 
together with extra funding from the LEP, the Active Travel grant and the 
support from Highways England to deliver the scheme overall.

Question 16: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 

The first section, London Road, has already been delivered.  I expect to 
see most of the rest of the scheme to start in the second half of 2021, with 
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plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Can the Cabinet member please provide a date for when shovels will hit 
the ground and when the scheme will be completed? 

completion in 2022.

Question 17: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to “reallocating road space for cyclists and pedestrians”, as 
referenced on Page 200, continuing onto Page 201, can the Cabinet 
Member confirm whether GCC will also find money to fund any of the 
other cycling priorities it promoted in its Active Travel Fund bid, including: 
The Central Severn Vale, Tewkesbury connections, Stound town centre 
or rural routes?

Our priority this year is the B4063 Cheltenham to Gloucester cycle route 
which will serve communities in three districts of the county. This was the 
strongest element of our bid to the DfT’s Active Travel Fund. 

I am always keen to support more bids – and if funding becomes available, 
we will certainly look to do so.

Question 18: Cllr Iain Dobie Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

With regard to “reallocating road space for cyclists and pedestrians”, as 
referenced on Page 200, continuing onto Page 201; does the Cabinet 
Member agree that working with districts and parishes is a key element of 
ensuring the success of transport projects?  And, given the need for local 
support, is GCC considering reports submitted by district councils, such 
as the “Connecting Cheltenham” report, which sets the ambition for a 
network of segregated cycle ways in Cheltenham?

Always happy to work with district colleagues on this important issue.  As 
I’ve noted above, our focus for the coming year, however is the 
Cheltenham-Gloucester cycleway.
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Question 19: Cllr Rachel Smith Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

In point 23 of the LEADING THE RESPONSE TO THE CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY: GLOUCESTERSHIRE CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 
ANNUAL REPORT & ACTION PLAN, 2021/02 – 2026/07 it states 
'Support will be afforded to all [planning] applications that are able to 
demonstrate their alignment with the ambitions, targets and actions of the 
new Climate Change Strategy.' Will the cabinet therefore withdraw 
support for projects, planning or otherwise, that contribute to increased 
carbon emissions or that are vulnerable to climate change.'?

As a council, we are only permitted to engage with planning applications in 
line with our statutory responsibilities – and that wouldn’t allow us to do 
that.  

More generally, however, what’s important is to take a systemic approach 
to reducing carbon emissions.  Even with council projects, where we have 
much more control, we might need to support a project which is carbon 
positive, because we intend to balance that carbon elsewhere, or because 
we expect systemic changes elsewhere (such as the decarbonisation of 
transport, or electricity generation) to make them lower carbon in future.  

Question 20: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Paragraph 17 iii - third bullet point

The report says that a third school in Gloucester has asked to launch a 
school street project in 2021. Which school?

Kingsholm Primary School. 

Question 21: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor

Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Paragraph 17 iii - third bullet point

Which schools in Gloucester have been assessed by officers as being 

Kingsholm Primary School is potentially suitable, once the school is happy 
to support a trial.
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suitable to participate in a school streets project? 

Question 22: Cllr Jeremy Hilton Respondent: Cllr Nigel Moor
Agenda Item 8: Leading the response to the Climate Emergency: 
Gloucestershire Climate Change Strategy Annual Report & action 
plan, 2021/02 – 2026/27

Paragraph 17 iii - third bullet point

Which county councillors in Gloucester have offered up schools in their 
division to participate in a school streets project?

I’ve had no further comments from councillors on this.

Question 23: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

Your press statement, released on 8 December, relating to agenda item 
6, states that the County Council’s budget is increasing by £12 million 
next year.  Your statement also pointed out that you will raise £6million 
by increasing the public’s council tax contributions by 1.99 per cent and a 
further £8.6m by applying the national social care precept at 2.76 per 
cent, also at the expense of the public.  In total, these amount to £14.6 
million.

Can you please confirm whether or not the identified £12million increase 
in the Council’s budget is in addition to the increased public contributions, 
or as a result of them?

The split between various types of funding is set out in the paper.

Question 24: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

Please refer to item 6 of the December Cabinet within the second 
additional document under Annex 8a you will see the breakdown of spend.
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Throughout agenda item 6, you reference how much you are spending 
on various road and active travel schemes.  Can you please 
combine/separate the figures appropriately to demonstrate the total you 
are intending to spend on highways and the total you are intending to 
spend on active travel in the coming year.

Question 25: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

You have identified a further £7.6 million of savings next year.  Please 
can you provide further detail on where these savings will be made, and 
explain how these savings will have no impact on those residents using 
these services.  

Please see Annex 2 in the published papers.

Question 26: Cllr Nigel Robbins Respondent: Cllr Lynden Stowe

Agenda Item 6: Draft Council Strategy and Medium Term Financial 
Strategy

I understand that there is £7.5 million unspent in this year’s IT budget.  
Can you confirm how this is to be allocated?

There is no underspend - it's the 4th year of the capital programme to 
stabilise the council's IT system and transition to Windows 10 and Office 
365.

Question 27: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent: Cllr Vernon Smith

Agenda Item 11- The procurement of highway services and 
construction phase works in
connection with the delivery of A435 Charlton Hill Geotechnical 
Stabilisation
Scheme

As the report states, on Page 269, the A435 at Charlton Hill has been 
subject to movement for many years.  The Southbound crawler lane has 
similarly been mostly closed for many years.  Can the Cabinet Member 

Geotechnical schemes are always take time because the movement is 
slow and in some cases years of data are needed to understand why 
landslips are happening, and how to fix them.

P
age 26



CABINET MEETING – 16 December 2020

MEMBER QUESTIONS 

11

please explain what has taken him so long to get round to fixing this key 
route? 

Question 28: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent: Cllr Vernon Smith

Agenda Item 11- The procurement of highway services and 
construction phase works in
connection with the delivery of A435 Charlton Hill Geotechnical 
Stabilisation
Scheme

Can the Cabinet Member please provide a timeline from when issues 
began on this route to the present day?

This site has a long history of deformation in the highway attributed to 
large scale land movement. There is anecdotal evidence of monitoring 
back as far as 1987/88, with email dialog on record from 2009 suggesting 
movements had been monitored by the area team for over 20 years with 
small scale interventions attempted over the years. The records we have 
show inspections started in earnest in 2011. Drainage Investigation works 
were undertaken in 2012 and at that time initial geotechnical investigation 
suggested deep seated movements. Drainage Improvements were 
undertaken and the crawler lane closed in 2016.  Monitoring has been 
ongoing and a solution designed to fit the movement recorded. The 
scheme has been prioritised within the capital programme and 
construction is planned in the financial year 2021/2022.

Question 29: Cllr Bernie Fisher Respondent: Cllr Vernon Smith

Agenda Item 11- The procurement of highway services and 
construction phase works in
connection with the delivery of A435 Charlton Hill Geotechnical 
Stabilisation
Scheme

The current estimate to fix this route is identified at £2.8m.  Can the 
Cabinet Member please confirm whether this estimate has increased or 
decreased compared to if the works had been completed when the 
slippage began, and if so, by how much?

It’s unlikely to have made any significant difference – indeed trying to carry 
out the work without properly understanding what the problem is could 
lead to significant sums of money being wasted.

Question 30: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Agenda Item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3 Form of 
Entry (630 place) Primary School for Bishop’s Cleeve

Cllr Hay needs to talk to his Liberal Democrat colleagues – who have 
already welcomed this decision, and tried to take the credit for it.  They 
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You will be aware that the concern about the new primary school in 
Bishops Cleeve revolved around its location – specifically that it was 
going to be located where it was most convenient for the Council, rather 
than close to where the need was.  Meanwhile, the report recommends 
that the acquisition of the land on which the school will situated will be 
delegated to the Assistant Director of Asset Management and Property 
Services, and that this will take place in advance of consultation.  

How will you ensure that local residents and local representatives are 
meaningfully consulted on the location of the new school if the land is 
acquired before any consultation begins? 

appear to be supportive of the approach that we are taking, which is 
welcome, even if they seem to have overlooked the work of people like Cllr 
Bird on this.  

I hope to be able to publish more information in the new year.

Question 31: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Agenda Item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3 Form of 
Entry (630 place) Primary School for Bishop’s Cleeve

Similarly, can the Cabinet Member please confirm how this 
administration, and all County Councillors, can scrutinise whether this 
purchase represents good value of taxpayer’s money before it’s already 
spent, if the location of the site is being withheld until the purchase is 
made?

The council cannot announce a potential location before we have secured 
our rights to it.  Doing that would cause a real risk of speculative property 
developers bidding for the site, and potentially stop us delivering it.  

Question 32: Cllr Colin Hay Respondent: Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Agenda Item 10: Establishment and construction of a new 3 Form of 
Entry (630 place) Primary School for Bishop’s Cleeve

Can the Cabinet Member please confirm when spades will hit the ground 
for this new school, and when it might first open its doors?

Current pupil number projections for the area indicate the need for the new 
school from September 2023 onwards and a programme is being put in 
place to move the project forward commencing early 2021 and for the 
submission of a planning application mid 2021.  This will enable the school 
to open in 2023. 
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